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Foreword
Timor-Leste•s future relies on its children. The Situation Analysis of Children in Timor-Leste (SitAn) is a 
comprehensive report aiming to obtain an overall understanding of Timorese children … the current status of 
their basic rights, the causes of shortfalls and inequities, and the implications for children themselves and the 
country as a whole. The report also provides recommendations for future policies, programmes and actions.

This SitAn intends to offer solid evidence and baseline information to support the operationalization of the Timor-
Leste National Strategic Development Plan 2011-2030, the current Government•s “ve-year (2012-2017) Plan 
including the sectoral “ve-year development plans, and other key national and local planning documents and 
processes. 
 
As the coordinating agency, the Ministry of Finance, in particular the General Directorate of Statistics, led the 
analysis with the support of UNICEF. An Inter-Ministerial Committee played a critical coordination and advisory 
role. The Committee is composed of key representatives of the Ministry of Finance, Ministry of Health, Ministry 
of Education, Ministry of Social Solidarity, Ministry of Public Works, Ministry of Justice, National Commission for 
the Rights of the Child, Secretary of State for Youth and Sports, and Secretary of State for Social Communication.  
The Ministry of Finance wishes to extend its sincere appreciation to UNICEF for providing technical, “nancial 
and administrative support for the analysis. I also would like to express my gratitude to the sectoral ministries, 
development partners and civil society organizations for their cooperation and support in completing the analysis.

The Government of Timor-Leste recognizes that the lives of children have remarkably improved over the past years, 
but signi“cant challenges remain to be overcome. Malnutrition, insuf“cient quality of education, poor sanitation 
and inadequate child protection services, among others, impact severely not only on children•s wellbeing, but 
also on the development of human capital and the country•s long-term socio-economic development. 

I therefore encourage all stakeholders to support the national efforts to enhance children•s rights in Timor-Leste.

Ms. Emilia Pires
Minister of Finance
The Democratic Republic of Timor-Leste
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Message from the Representative of UNICEF in Timor-Leste

The Situation Analysis of Children in Timor-Leste (SitAn) intends to inform planning, programming and decision 
making by pulling together and analyzing all available information and data on children in Timor-Leste from both 
national and international sources. 

The Report captures the signi“cant progress the country has made in enhancing children•s survival, development 
and protection. For instance, Timor-Leste has largely reduced its child mortality rate from 125 deaths per 1,000 
live births in 2002 to 64 in 2009. This is one of the biggest reductions in the world. Timor-Leste has also 
sharply increased primary school net enrollment rate from 64 per cent in 2005 to 94 per cent in 2009. These 
signi“cant achievements show that in a peaceful and stable development environment, with strong political 
commitment and concrete actions, Timor-Leste can quickly enhance children•s rights. 

While congratulating Timor-Leste on the remarkable progress made, it is recognized that enormous challenges 
remain ahead. The Report reveals that huge gaps persist in improving children•s nutritional status, particularly 
in reducing stunting among children under “ve years old, providing pre-school learning opportunities and 
improving the quality of basic education, expanding  access to improved sanitation facilities, and enhancing 
hygiene practices. Unless urgently addressed, these gaps will undermine the country•s future development 
potential and national competitiveness.

The Government of Timor-Leste is highly committed to the survival, development and protection of children. 
Human capital development is one of the four pillars of the National Strategic Development Plan 2011-2030 
and the Fifth Constitutional Government Programme. This strong political commitment needs to be continuously 
translated into evidence-based plans, programmes and actions supported by suf“cient public resources. In 
doing so, this report provides the evidence available up to date.

UNICEF, the United Nations Children•s Fund, was very pleased to work with the Ministry of Finance in 
developing this Report. UNICEF also appreciates the excellent cooperation with all Government entities that 
have provided essential support for the development of this report, as well as development partners.

The path forward to sustainable development in Timor-Leste is to empower its children. Healthy and well-
educated children will be better prepared and ready to lead the country forward.

Ms. Hongwei Gao
UNICEF Representative in Timor-Leste
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