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'Ensure inclusive and 
quality education for all and promote lifelong learning'. 

1 Education Matters (2014). Why Education Matters. Retrieved from http://emcincy.org/why education matters2/
2 https://www.unicef.org/education/bege_61627.html
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quality education that respects and promotes her or 
his right to dignity and optimum development’

Expand and improve comprehensive early 
childhood care and education, especially for the most vulnerable and disadvantaged children
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'Ensure inclusive and quality education for 
all and promote lifelong learning'.  

By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys complete free, equitable and quality primary and 
secondary education leading to relevant and Goal-4 effective learning outcomes 
 By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys have access to quality early childhood development, care 
and preprimary education so that they are ready for primary education 
By 2030, ensure equal access for all women and men to affordable and quality technical, 
vocational and tertiary education, including university 

3 Education Matters (2014). Why Education Matters. Retrieved from http://emcincy.org/why education matters2/
4 https://www.unicef.org/education/bege_61627.html
5 United Nations (n.d.). Sustainable Development Goals. Retrieved from
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/education/
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By 2030, substantially increase the number of youth and adults who have relevant skills, 
including technical and vocational skills, for employment, decent jobs and entrepreneurship 
By 2030, eliminate gender disparities in education and ensure equal access to all levels of 
education and vocational training for the vulnerable, including persons with disabilities, 
indigenous peoples and children in vulnerable situations 
By 2030, ensure that all youth and a substantial proportion of adults, both men and women, 
achieve literacy and numeracy 
By 2030, ensure that all learners acquire the knowledge and skills needed to promote sustainable 
development, including, among others, through education for sustainable development and 
sustainable lifestyles, human rights, gender equality, promotion of a culture of peace and non-
violence, global citizenship and appreciation of cultural diversity and of culture’s contribution to 
sustainable development 
Build and upgrade education facilities that are child, disability and gender sensitive and provide 
safe, nonviolent, inclusive and effective learning environments for all 
By 2020, substantially expand globally the number of scholarships available to developing 
countries, in particular least developed countries, small island developing States and African 
countries, for enrolment in higher education, including vocational training and information and 
communications technology, technical, engineering and scientific programmes, in developed 
countries and other developing countries 
By 2030, substantially increase the supply of qualified teachers, including through international 
cooperation for teacher training in developing countries, especially least developed countries and 
small island developing states 

Source: United Nations (n.d.).

We will invest 
in education and training to ensure that by 2030, the people of Timor-Leste are living in a nation where 
people are educated and knowledgeable, able to live long and productive lives, and have opportunities to 
access a quality education that will allow them to participate in the economic, social and political 
development of our nation. The strategies and actions we take will recognize that attaining our education 
goals requires a multi-sector approach and that an accessible, quality education system must be 
supported by a safe and healthy community with improved economic stability for families’ (Republica 
Democratico de Timor-Leste, n.d.). 
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use available schoolbooks and materials free of charge and transportation, food and 
accommodation may also be provided, where necessary’ 

Chapter 2: Methods and Procedures for Analysis 

Chapter 3: School Attendance 

Chapter 4: Literacy and language 
By 2030, 

ensure that all youth and a substantial proportion of adults, both men and women, achieve literacy and 
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numeracy’ .

Chapter 5: Education level 

Chapter 6: Vulnerable groups 

Chapter 7: Education and work 

Chapter 8: Teachers and Educators 

Chapter 9: Education projections 
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regular attendance at any regular accredited educational 
institution or programme, public or private, for organized learning at any level of education at 
the time of the census or, if the census is taken during the vacation period, at the end of the school 
year or during the last school year

Guide to 
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the Analysis and Use of Household Survey and Census Education Data

6 UNICEF (2015), Global Out of School Children Initiative Operational Manual. Global Initiative on Out of School
Children. United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), Education Section, Programme Division, New York, USA
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7 For a detailed overview of the types of errors see: United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs
Statistics Division (2010).



22

Has (Name) ever attended school

Yes, Attending School Yes, attended before/left school No, never attended school
Don’t know

What did (Name) do last week
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8 Note that the figures in Table 3.1 are slightly different from the ones presented above. This is due to insufficient
information provided for a number of cases in the census. This problem in the data causes that some tables in the
report may not be completely consistent with others.
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Pre Primary, 5.1

Primary, 51.1

Pre Secondary, 18.9

Secondary, 14.9
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0.4
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Non formal, 0.6 Undetermined, 1.1
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Has (Name) ever attended school?
1. Yes, Attending School 2. Yes, Attended before/left school 3.

No, never attended school
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By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys have 
access to quality early childhood development, care and pre-primary education so that they are ready for 
primary education

Participation rate in organized learning (one year before the official primary entry age), by sex

Prevalence rates
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9 For a discussion on the Gender Parity Index, see the United Nations Statistical Division website:
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/mdg/Metadata.aspx?IndicatorId=9
10 The methodology to calculate the dwelling quality index is explained in the thematic 2010 census report on
housing (NSD, UNFPA, 2012). A similar methodology was used in the 2015 census.
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By 2030, ensure that all 
girls and boys complete free, equitable and quality primary and secondary education leading to relevant 
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and effective learning outcomes’
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11 World Bank (citing: United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) Institute for
Statistics.). Information was obtained from website: http://world statistics.org/index
res.php?code=SE.PRM.NENR?name=School%20enrollment,%20primary%20(%%20net)#top result
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12 No data were available in the database for Singapore and Brunei.
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By 2030, ensure that 
all youth and a substantial proportion of adults, both men and women, achieve literacy and numeracy’13.

Proportion of population in a given age group achieving at least a fixed level of 
proficiency in functional (a) literacy and (b) numeracy skills, by sex (a)

b)

Can (Name) speak, read or write in…… language
1. Do not speak, read or write’, ‘2. Speak only’, ‘3. Read only’, ‘4. Speak and read only’ and ‘5. 

Speak, read and write’

13 To learn more about the2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, visit website:
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
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14 Retrieved from: https://www.unicef.org/crc/files/Rights_overview.pdf
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15 For an overview of this campaign see for instance Boon, D.A.B (2014), Adult literacy education in a multilingual
context: Teaching, learning and using written language in Timor Leste Tilburg: Tilburg University
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16 The data for Figure 4.10 are based on figures from the World Bank (citing: United Nations Educational, Scientific,
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) Institute for Statistics.) and retrieved from website: http://world
statistics.org/index
res.php?code=SE.ADT.LITR.ZS?name=Literacy%20rate,%20adult%20total%20(%%20of%20people%20ages%2015%
20and%20above)#top result
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17 Data for the different countries are retrieved from website: http://world statistics.org/index
res.php?code=SE.ADT.LITR.ZS?name=Literacy%20rate,%20adult%20total%20(%%20of%20people%20ages%2015%
20and%20above)#top result and cite data from the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) Institute for Statistics. Information refers to different years: Lao People's Democratic
Republic (2011), Cambodia (2011), Myanmar (2016), Thailand (2015), Malaysia (2010), Vietnam (2009), Brunei
Darussalam (2010), Viet Nam (2009), Indonesia (2016), Philippines (2013), Singapore (2016).

58.3

64.4

73.9

76.0

92.9

93.1

93.5

95.0

96.1

96.4

97.0

0.0 20.0 40.0 60.0 80.0 100.0 120.0

Lao People's Democratic Republic

Timor Leste

Cambodia

Myanmar

Thailand

Malaysia

Viet Nam

Indonesia

Brunei Darussalam

Philippines

Singapore



55

72.1

84.4

85.0

87.1

97.1

98.1

98.2

98.4

99.4

99.7

99.8

0.0 20.0 40.0 60.0 80.0 100.0 120.0

Lao People's Democratic Republic

Timor Leste

Myanmar

Cambodia

Viet Nam

Philippines

Thailand

Malaysia

Brunei Darussalam

Indonesia

Singapore



56



57



58

1.00

0.66

0.52

0.38

0.28

0.24

0.16

0.10

0.07

0.04

0.02

0.02

0.02

0.02

0.02

1.00

0.44

0.49

0.60

0.68

0.72

0.84

1.07

1.09

1.12

1.17

1.20

1.25

1.00

0.56

0.26

0.14

0.09

1.00

0.47

1.00

0.58

1.00

0.70

0.000 0.200 0.400 0.600 0.800 1.000 1.200 1.400

15 19

20 24

25 29

30 34

35 39

40 44

45 49

50 54

55 59

60 64

65 69

70 74

75 79

80 84

85+

Aileu

Ermera

Oecussi

Bobonaro

Liquiça

Ainaro

Manatuto

Viqueque

Lautem

Covalima

Baucau

Manufahi

Dili

Highest quality

Second highest quality

Medium quality

Second lowest quality

Lowest quality

Urban

Rural

Male

Female

Ever moved

Never moved

Fiv
e

ye
ar

ag
e

gr
ou

ps
M

un
ici

pa
lit

y
Q

ua
lit

y
of

dw
el

lin
g

U
rb

an
Ru

ra
l

Se
x

M
igr

at
io

n
st

at
us



59

What was the highest level of education the person has reached?’ 

‘What is the highest education class or year that 
(Name) Completed?’ 

Age category

16,713 11.8 14,727 11.1 31,440 11.4
12,873 11.1 14,362 12.4 27,235 11.7
18,583 18.5 26,251 25.0 44,834 21.8
28,992 34.2 42,328 55.1 71,320 44.1
33,725 74.1 43,295 88.2 77,020 81.4

110,886 22.7 140,963 29.4 251,849 26.0

Number
never

went to
school

% never
went to
school

Both sexes

Number
never went
to school

% never
went to
school

Male Female
Number
never

went to
school

% never
went to
school
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2,734
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60 and above
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6 14
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22.7%

9.5%

28.2%

19.8%

29.1%

24.7%

29.6%

21.6%

9.1%

34.5%

19.2%

28.0%

22.8%

21.3%

35.7%

26.4%

29.4%

13.1%

36.0%

26.6%

35.8%

31.0%

37.4%

28.2%

12.3%

43.4%

28.6%

36.4%

29.3%

26.9%

41.5%

35.4%

0.0% 10.0% 20.0% 30.0% 40.0% 50.0%

Total
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Rural

Aileu

Ainaro

Baucau

Bobonaro

Covalima

Dili
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Liquiça

Manatuto

Manufahi

Oecussi

Viqueque

Male Female
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33.3

25.9

11.7
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9.9

5.3

1.0

0.4

0.0 5.0 10.0 15.0 20.0 25.0 30.0 35.0
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Primary

Pre secondary

Secondary

University

Polytechnic/diploma

Non formal
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61.7
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50.7

19.4

24.3

19.8

24.6

17.8

26.1

51.8

18.5

24.6

20.4

21.4

26.1

16.4

21.3

49.1

18.1

25.7

19.9

24.3

16.6

24.3

51.9

16.7

22.1

19.9

19.5

27.2

14.6

19.3
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7.3

16.7

2.7

3.6

2.3

3.9

2.3

3.5

18.7

2.9

3.6

3.1

2.4

3.1

2.9

2.9

6.4

15.9

2.1

3.2

2.1

3.8

2.0

2.8

18.2

1.9

2.6

2.4

2.1

2.5

1.8

2.1

0.0 5.0 10.0 15.0 20.0

Total 17+

Urban

Rural

Aileu

Ainaro

Baucau

Bobonaro

Covalima

Dili

Ermera

Lautem

Liquiça

Manatuto

Manufahi

Oecussi

Viqueque

Male

Female
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0.88

0.95

0.79

0.89

0.92

0.98

0.86

0.79

0.97

0.64

0.71

0.76

0.85

0.80

0.63

0.71

0.00 0.20 0.40 0.60 0.80 1.00 1.20

Total 17+

Urban

Rural

Aileu

Ainaro

Baucau

Bobonaro

Covalima

Dili

Ermera

Lautem

Liquiça

Manatuto

Manufahi

Oecussi

Viqueque
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quality education 
that respects and promotes her or his right to dignity and optimum development’

Expand and improve 
comprehensive early childhood care and education, especially for the most vulnerable and 
disadvantaged children

How much 
difficulty does (name) have in… (Walking, Seeing, Hearing and Intellectual/mental condition)?

18 http://www.washingtongroup disability.com/
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0.0

10.0

20.0

30.0

40.0

50.0

60.0

70.0

80.0

90.0

100.0

Disabled Male Disabled Female Non disabled Male Non disabled Female
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19 ISCO 88 is a system for classifying and coding occupational information obtained from population censuses and
other statistical surveys, and from administrative records. ISCO 88 groups jobs in a hierarchical system based on
similarity of skills to do the job and duties required for the job. For more details:
http://www.ilo.org/public/english/bureau/stat/isco/isco88/index.htm
20 The age group 15 – 24 years was used as this is the internationally recognized age bracket for ‘young people’.
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2.8

31.3

25.2

35.7
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being 
concentrated in ages 18 and 19, among married, non-literate, women who had left the education 
sector and who resided in poorer quality housing in rural contexts. The households they live in 
were more inclined to be engaged in agriculture for their livelihood. The data suggests that there 
is clearly a problem with adolescent pregnancy in Bobonaro, Ermera, Liquica, Manatuto, 
Manufahi, and Oecussi as in these Municipalities the percentages were either relatively high in 
the 2015 Census and/or had increased slightly between the 2010 and 2015 Censuses
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all persons in the age group from 5 to 17 years, where age is measured as the number of completed 
years at the child’s last birthday those engaged in any activity falling 
within the production boundary of the System of National Accounts for at least one hour during the 
reference period
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By 2020, 
substantially reduce the proportion of youth not in employment, education or trainin

By 2020, develop and operationalize a 
global strategy for youth employment and implement the Global Jobs Pact of the International Labour 
Organization
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21 See for instance, European Training Foundation, 2015.
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22 Age was not included in the graph as it is a continuous variable that was only introduced in the regression
equation to control for age on the other independent variables.
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23 For a full explanation of the projections and the assumptions used please consult: GDS, UNFPA (2017).
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absolute numbers of school going children will not necessarily increase.
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‘By 2030, children in all the 442 sucos of the country will be enrolled in a good quality 
Pre-School which is a reasonable distance from their home’. 
‘By 2015 at least half of the total population of children between 3 and 5 years old will 
be enrolled and receive quality Pre-School Education.’  
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‘By 2030 all children, boys and girls alike, will be able to complete a full course of 
quality Basic Education’. 
‘By 2015, 95% of eligible students will be enrolled and receive quality Basic Education 
and student retention to Grade 9 will be significantly improved’. 

By 2030 all children, boys and girls alike will be able to select and enroll in quality and 
relevant Secondary Education.  
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universal, compulsory, and free
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Make the Right Real’
Halve the gap between 

children with disabilities and children without disabilities in enrolment rates for primary and 
secondary education’
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Glossary.

Education. 
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Adolescent definition. 

20youth
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