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But support for those who say they were abused is growing. Lucitá nia Cris heard about the 
case on the national news and social media last year.

“I was very shocked,” says the 19-year old law student and president of Timor-Leste Youth
for Peace. “At first I could not believe it.

“How could he, being a priest, do this? He is a big and well-known figure in Oecusse. He
helped so many families and children and also supported us during the independence war.”

Cris went to the Santo Antonio junior high school in Oecusse, which the Topu Honis children
attended. She saw Daschbach sometimes in church and when he picked up the shelter chil-
dren from school. She says that while people in Oecusse are reluctant to talk about the case,
she believes the alleged victims.

“They are not afraid to tell the truth, no matter what the consequences are … I try to put my-
self in their shoes. How would I feel if I had to live with so much pain. Imagine you have to
live with the memories of rape. This stays with you for the rest of your life. It’s so difficult.”

She welcomes the public debate arising from this case, breaking the silence in Timor-Leste
about church sexual abuse. “If we don’t talk about it, it will continue for generations to
come,” Cris says.

Trindade believes there may be other cases of sexual abuse by the clergy in Timor-Leste and
victims may be watching to see how the case against Daschbach develops, before they decide
to come forward.

“The church is shaking a bit now, because they are afraid that people will go after them,” he
says. “It is a ticking time bomb that sooner or later will go off, with a big bang. It is a matter
of time.”


