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Methodology

1. The preparation of the report benefited fromalrgarticipation, and involved an
inter-ministerial working group made up of humaghts focal points, coordinated by the
Ministry of Justice. In addition to an initial pleadased around the collection of data,
sessions of the working group were held with memioéthe government and civil society.

2. Public consultation played a key role in theparation of the Universal Periodic
Review in order for data to be collected in sevemimor-Leste’s thirteen districts, chosen
randomly. This public consultation involved the tmdpation of community
representatives, including women and children. pillglic consultation process culminated
in the conducting of a national consultation ini.Dil

3. In order to supplement the information collectlenting the consultations the inter-
ministerial team conducted an analysis of relevdatuments, including legislation,
policies, ministerial programmes and reports.

4. The final draft of the report was approved by @ouncil of Ministers before being
submitted to the Human Right’s Council’'s UniverBakiodic Review process.

General description

5. The Democratic Republic of Timor-Leste (Timorst&) is a democratic, sovereign
and independent State based on the rule of lavstitoted in 2002. The country occupies
the Eastern part of the island of Timor, as welttes enclave of Oe-Cusse Ambeno, the
island of Atadro and the islet of Jaco. Timor-Lestwers a land area of 14,919 square
kilometres and has a population of 1,066,582 irthabs. Tetum and Portuguese are the
official languages, and around 16 other languagesexognized as national languages. A
number of different religions are practiced in Tirh@ste, the largest of these being
Catholicism, all being practised in an atmosphefreoterance, without inter-religious
violence.

6. Administratively, the Democratic Republic of TamLeste is divided into 13
districts, 65 sub-districts, 442i1co$ and 2225 villages. A process to create municigalis
in progress and will provide them with administvatand financial autonomy.

7. A large part of the population is composed adfdcan and young people under the
age of 24, representing almost 60% of its totale Plopulation resides predominantly in
rural areas, with one third of the population lyiim urban areas. Timor-Leste was ranked
122 in the 2010 Human Development Index (HDI), véthaverage life expectancy at birth
of 62 years. Soon after independence, Timor-Lest® among the lowest ranked countries
in the HDI.

8. After over four hundred years of Portuguese, rilmor-Leste unilaterally declared

its independence on 28 November 1975. Even beém@ving international recognition for

its independence, the country was invaded by Insianavhich considered the territory of
Timor-Leste as its twenty-seventh province. In Astgli999, as a result of the popular
consultation carried out by the United Nations, thajority of the population, expressed
their desire for independence from the occupyingnty. On 20 May 2002, after two years
of United Nations transitional administration (UNEA), Timor-Leste became independent
and, as a Sovereign State, became a member ofritedWNations (UN) in September of

that same year.
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A.

Legal and institutional framework

Organization of powers

9. Timor-Leste is a democratic State based on die of law. The Constitution of
2002 adopted a semi-presidential system, observing ptieciple of separation and
interdependence of powers between the sovereigiedidtie President of the Republic, the
National Parliament, the Government and the cqiénts 69 CRDTL). The functions of the
State are shared by the sovereign bodies, witlPthsident of the Republic, the National
Parliament and the Government being responsibleéhirpolitical function, the National
Parliament and the Government for the legislativacfion, the Government for the
executive function and the courts for the judidiadction.

10. The President of the Republic is the Head afeSand Supreme Commander of the
armed forces (Art. 74 CRDTL) and is elected by endal and direct suffrage (Art. 76
CRDTL). The President may, under certain conditiafissolve the National Parliament,
dismiss the Government and remove the Prime MiniStiee President has also the power
to request the Supreme Court of Justice to undedakicipatory and abstract review of the
constitutionality of norms, and to verify unconstibnality by omission (Art. 85(e)
CRDTL).

11. The National Parliament is the body represgraihTimorese citizens and is vested
with legislative, supervisory and political decisimaking powers (Art. 92 CRDTL). Its

members, who may range in number from a minimunb®fto a maximum of 65, are

elected by universal and direct suffrage (Art. /30T L).

12. The Government is the body responsible forctimg and implementing the general
policy of the country and is the supreme body af Bublic Administration (Art. 103
CRDTL). The Prime Minister is appointed by the Riest of the Republic, in accordance
with the results of the elections for the NatioRaFliament, and the remaining members of
the Government are proposed by the Prime Minigter (06 CRDTL).The Government is,
therefore, accountable to the President of the Repand to the National Parliament (Art.
107 CRDTL).

13.  The courts are responsible for administeristige, and are independent and subject
only to the Constitution and the law. The courts prohibited from applying rules which
contravene the Constitution or the principles eimglak within it (Art. 120 CRDTL). The
Supreme Court of Justice is the highest body in dberts hierarchy and has powers
regarding legal, constitutional and electoral issg@rt. 124 CRDTL). These powers are
provisionally assumed by the Court of Appeal. Thengitution also provides for the
creation of special courts, one example being thditACourt (Art. 123 (1)(b) CRDTL),
which is currently being established.

Constitutional guarantees of rights and freedoms

14.  The value and dignity of the human being alidigg principles of the Constitution.

Based on these, every individual is guaranteed, gwlitical, economic, social and cultural
rights. The international system of human rightsupies a privileged position in the
national legal order, and the Universal DeclaratidrHuman Rights of 1948 guides the
interpretation of the fundamental rights enshrimmethe Constitution, with international law
taking precedence over ordinary national law.

15. International human rights law has played arpnent role in the history of Timor-
Leste. Furthermore, the international standardsuafian rights coincide with the country’s
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vision regarding the dignity of the human beingthis sense, in 2003, Timor-Leste ratified
seven conventions on human rights, incorporatiegéhnstruments into the national legal
order: the International Covenant on Civil and i Rights (ICCPR), the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural RighSEGCR), the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination againgfomen (CEDAW), the Convention on
the Rights of the Child (CRC), the Convention agaifiorture and Other Cruel, Inhumane
or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CAT), theermational Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Racial DiscriminationCERD) and the International
Convention on the Protection of the Rights of Aligknt Workers and Members of their
Families (CRMW). The country has also ratified sal@ptional protocols, including the
protocols of the ICCPR, the CEDAW and the CRC. dritheste is also a State party to the
Rome Statute of the International Criminal Coung Convention on the Prevention and
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide and the Intenal Labour Organization
Conventions on Forced Labour (Convention 29), foeeaf association and protection of
the right to organize (Convention 87), the rightdmganize and collective bargaining
(Convention 98) and on the worst forms of childdaband immediate action with a view
to their elimination (Convention 182) and the Poofoto Prevent, Suppress and Punish
Trafficking in Persons, specially women and chitdre

16. Timor-Leste is defining a national policy toplament rights for persons with
disabilities, in order to assume the commitmentsvhich it will soon be bound, when the
country ratifies the Convention on the Rights ofg®as with Disabilities. The National
Policy for Mental Health and Community-Based Relition Strategy has already been
adopted.

17. The system of human rights protection in Tirheste has also an independent
national body for the defence of human rights, Hluenan Rights and Justice Ombudsman,
which is in conformity with the Paris Principle; 2008 the International Coordinating

Committee of National Human Rights Institutionsageized the Timor-Leste Ombudsman
as an “A” status institution.

18.  Under the supervision of the Ministry of Justithe National Directorate of Human
Rights and Citizenship (DNDHC) is the body respblesfor disseminating information to
the population about their rights and duties armgssing new statutes in the light of human
rights, in addition to their dissemination and adization.

19. The Secretary of State for the Promotion ofdtipu(SEPI) focuses on the issues of
promoting gender equality, while the Ministry ofcsa Solidarity is responsible for the

protection and promotion of the rights of risk gosuincluding children, persons with

disabilities, the elderly and widows and widowers.

20.  Within the Ministry of Justice, Timor-Leste albas a National Commission for the
Rights of the Child (CNDC), dedicated to implemagtichildren’s rights. With the
approval of the Children’s Code, it is intendedtttids body will gain institutional and
functional autonomy, making it an independent adstiative institution.

21. Timor-Leste has also created an institutionctvtsipecializes in fighting corruption,
the Anti-Corruption Commission (CAC). This body ke¢o respond to the aspirations for
transparency and accountability which are demarmedost of the civil society, which
regards this crime as an attack on human rights.

C. Legal System

22.  As a result of its historical circumstancesndi-Leste’s legal order is complex in
character. Alongside the national legislation, lih@onesia legislation in force in 1999 and
UNTAET regulations are also applicable, until stiohe as it is revoked and unless it does
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not contravene with the Constitution. The laws addpgrom the organs with legislative

powers have been progressively replacing this ltips, guaranteeing a harmonized legal
order which reflects the socio-cultural and patitisituation of the country and which is in

line with international law.

23. In relation to the legislation directly relevafor human rights, the following

elements of the current legal order may be highéidhthe Special Regime within Criminal
Procedure for Cases of Terrorism and Violent orhiHigdrganized Crime (2006), the Basic
Law on Education (2008), the Law against Domestaeance (2010), the disciplinary rules
of the national police force (PNTL) and of the defe forces (F-FDTL) (2004 and 2006),
the Law on Freedom of Assembly and Demonstrati@®§2, the Criminal Code (2009),
the Code of Criminal Procedure (2005), the Witrfesstection Law (2009), and the Elderly
and Disabled Persons Allowance (2008), amongstrati8ome legislation are currently in
draft form or awaiting approval: the Special Regifoe the Definition of Real Estate
Ownership (Land Law), the Children’s Code, the LeRagime for Adoption, the Labour
Code, the Civil Code, the Law on Human Traffickinlge Law on the Guardianship of
Minors and the Law on Access to the Courts, amoaoiers.

Achievements and challenges in the protectioand
promotion of human rights

Right to life, liberty, prohibition of torture and ill treatment and
freedom from slavery

24.  The State values and protects the right to nulif The right to life may not be
suspended under any circumstance, and the deatltypdnes not exist in Timor-Leste.

25.  The arbitrary use of lethal force by securing alefence forces is prohibited and
represents a criminal act punishable by law. Irtkeragulations, in line with international

standards, regulate the use of force, and the mexha for supervising and ensuring the
accountability of the police and the defence foesbeing strengthened.

26. No person may be illegally detained and datentin accordance with the Code of
Criminal Procedure, may only be used as a lastrtreBo Timor-Leste the institution of
habeas corpuss provided for in the Constitution and in the ldwegal rules have also been
adopted setting out specific time limits for remamaustody, the capacity of the courts has
been increased, and coordination between the diffeuthorities that make up the criminal
system has been improved.

27.  Torture is strictly prohibited and is a crinlinéfence punishable under the terms of
the Criminal Code. Any evidence obtained in thig/usinadmissible in the courts. There
are no recent reports of allegations of torture mitted by the security forces, although
cases of ill treatment by the police, F-FDTL anidq@n guards have been reported. Any ill
treatment by law enforcement officials is heavignsured by the Timorese society. Greater
awareness of the society and the strengthening nefitutional mechanisms for
accountability have resulted in an increase innilvaber of reports of alleged ill treatment.
With the increased capacity of the inspection asdiplinary bodies, more cases have been
investigated. Among the disciplinary measures a&pplive may highlight suspension,
dismissal and the payment of fines, and, in somessacriminal proceedings are instigated.

28. Limited preparation and training is one of tlaetors which contribute to the
existence of reprehensible behaviour by membetbefecurity and defence forces, and
for this reason Timor-Leste is making efforts tatify this situation and improve the
quality of the operating capability of its forc&esides preparation and training carried out
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by the United Nations police (UNPOL), cooperatiamgrammes have been established
with Australia and Portugal which seek to enhameedapacities of the national police in
several areas of activity. Some members of thecedidbrces have also participated in
specialized training programmes in other countries.

29. The Timorese State recognizes that ill treatnoecurs in schools in the form of
corporal punishment and verbal abuse. The Ministrigducation has established a policy
of “zero tolerance” for teachers who display thyge of behaviour. The Ministry of
Education, the Ministry of Social Solidarity, theNPL's Vulnerable Persons Uniand
organizations of the civil society have made effotd increase teachers’ awareness
regarding the banning of the use of corporal punesfit and other ill treatment of students,
and also the advantage of using other educatiop#thiads in order to guarantee discipline
in schools. This joint programme also aims to supptudents so that they may report
potential situations of ill treatment in schools.

30. It is recognized that, in recent years, Timeste has been a destination of human
trafficking for the purposes of sexual exploitatidimor-Leste combats human trafficking
by criminal means, also guaranteeing assistantieetwictims of this crime, via concerted
actions between the Ministry of Social Solidaritydathe Ministry of Health, namely by
providing medical assistance, psychological suppod counselling. The Government has
also established partnerships with non-governmeottghnizations (NGOs) to provide
temporary shelter for these victims. Repatriatisrthie solution that has been found for
most victims of human trafficking, although perniissto remain in Timor-Leste is granted
whenever repatriation does not prove appropfiate.

B. Freedom of expression, association, assemblydatiemonstration

31. The Constitution of Timor-Leste sets out fremdof expression, association,
assembly and demonstration as fundamental rightssaveral statutes have been approved
which constitute a coherent legal framework engutime effectiveness of these rights,
including the laws on political parties and thainding (2004 and 2008), on freedom of
assembly and demonstration (2006), the practicemaftial arts (2008) and on the
registration of non-profit organizations (2005).

32. All persons are entitled to express their iddmsctly or via the media, with no

barrier but for their own conscience, with defamatinot being a criminal offence.

Freedom of the press and independence of the nfireaiiapolitical power are assured. In

2010, a national policy on the media was adoptedjng as one of its objective the

strengthening of the media in order to guaranteéréedom, independence and pluralism.
Freedom of the press is a reality in Timor-Lestag #here is no type of censorship or
coercion.

33. The State guarantees the existence of a praulio and television service with the
Réadio de Timor-LestandTelevisdo de Timor-Les{®TL and TVTL respectively), which
are currently the means of communication with grstatoverage in the country. As organs
of state communication, TVTL and RTL are bound lhg tegal duties of professionalism,
objectivity, impartiality and inclusivity. Both pmote plural spaces of debate on critical
aspects of Timorese society and politics, whictolme the participation of representatives
from the Government, the opposition and civil spcilRTL and TVTL dedicate time in
their schedules to the broadcasting of programmeduged by the civil society, a radio
and television service which is free of charge.i@&sthe public radio station, Timor-Leste
has numerous private stations, including commuraitfos, which are greatly supported by
the Government. Radio assumes a highly importastakdunction as the means of
communication most used by the population, andliatticts have at least one community
radio.
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34. Timor-Leste has four daily newspapers and feeekly newspapers, all of which
are based in the capital. The newspapers are pedli;m Tetum, Portuguese, English and
Bahasa Indonesia, thus guaranteeing access tamafion to a diversified audience. In
order to ensure access to information, the Goventro€ Timor-Leste has established a
partnership with the Timor-Leste Press Club toliate the free distribution of the main
newspapers in thBucos The written press is also distributed to the oamity radios in
the districts, thus supporting the broadcastinmfoirmation to the country rural areas.

35.  All the universities in Timor-Leste, includirtbe state university, have academic
freedom for teaching, research and the publicaif@studies and analyses.

36. In Timor-Leste there is a rich sense of assiociaof a political, social and cultural
nature. This situation is evidenced, for examplethe large number of political parties,
with fifteen parties competing in the 2007 legislatelections. In 2010, over 400 non-
governmental organizations (NGOs) were registeritd the Timor-Leste NGO Forum. In
addition to the NGOs there are other associationimor-Leste, including numerous
social movements and community-based organizations.

37. Civil society is a critical partner in the pumdal process. Non-governmental
organisations are involved in a wide variety ofgraommes in different areas, at the level of
advocacy and also the provision of services. Thmofése State provides substantial
support to organizations of the civil society, wittparticular emphasis on religious groups,
namely via exemption from the payment of rent @iesproperty and taxes, in addition to
providing financial support for the implementatiofhtheir activities. In 2007 the Office of
the Adviser on Civil Society was set up within tBffice of the Prime Minister to facilitate
communication and strengthen the partnership betwheeGovernment and civil society

38. The right to demonstrate is guaranteed by thestitution and regulated by law. All
persons are entitled to demonstrate without thel feepre-authorization from the public
authorities. The police have a legal duty to gu®rthat demonstrations occur without
interference and to ensure public order. The righgresent petitions and complaints to the
public authorities, either individually or as a gpo is also provided in the Constitution
(Art. 42 CRDTL).

Elections and political participation

39. Democratic participation of citizens in the ipoal process is rooted in the
principles and guarantees of the Constitution aredqribed by law. The electoral process
in Timor-Leste is composed of three types of eledtaacts: presidential elections,
legislative elections and local elections. All thngrocesses are based on direct, secret and
universal vote.

40.  Elections within theSucos the local elections, are held in order to choose
community leaders, the head of thecoand theSucoCouncil. To date two elections have
been held for community leaders (2004 and 2009g @bmmunity leadership structure
plays an important role in bringing the people thge, guaranteeing decentralization of the
procedure for identifying and implementing prioriggtivities which are fundamental to
ensure that rights are enjoyed at community level.

41.  The National Elections Committee (CNE) is adeipendent body, provided for in

the Constitution, which is responsible for supengselectoral acts, from the registration of
voters to the process of vote-counting (Art. 68C®DTL). This institution has also powers

to decide on complaints regarding alleged electorabularities, with appeals on these
decisions being made to the Supreme Court of &uskite latter, in turn, also has powers to
validate the election results, this being an immuirtguarantee of supervision of the
electoral process.
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42.  Elections held after restoration of independenere considered by national and
international independent observers to be free faig and in line with applicable
international standards.

43.  Citizens are also able to participate in theegaance process by means of the Open
Government programme, which has been implementedvier 5 years. Ministers and their
representatives meet regularly with the peoplehim districts and sub-districts with the
purpose of disseminating information and, at theeségime, collecting public opinion on
relevant issues. The Timorese public institutialeetthis consultation procedure seriously
by guaranteeing that the opinion expressed by timanwnity is able to influence the
development and implementation of public programmes

D. Access to justice

44.  Timor-Leste is aware that an independent, prament, effective and fair system of
justice, which is able to gain the confidence & ¢ommunity and provide timely responses
to its justice needs, is important for the promotiend protection of human rights and
consolidation of the rule of law. However, followirthe popular consultation, which was
carried out in 1999, the State’s infrastructures]uding the courts, were destroyed and
professionals in the justice sector left the counBince that time, Timor-Leste has faced
massive challenges regarding the development aygtem of justice. Amongst these are
limited infrastructure of the courts and other itosions of the justice sector, lack of an
adequate number of trained professionals with éepee and a national legal order, which
is still under construction due to different infhges rooted in its historical context.

45.  During the UNTAET administration, four courtsfinst instance were set up in four
districts, exercising jurisdiction over the wholktbe national territoryy A court of second
instance, the Court of Appeal, was also establisivbéth temporarily exercises the powers
of the Supreme Court of Justice as laid down in @mstitution. This same judicial
structure has continued until the present day. Th&ste is currently undertaking a study
on the options for strengthening the system, inolyavith the approval of the new Organic
Law of the Courts and the establishment of two destrict courts.

46.  Of the four district courts, only the Distri€ourt of Dili was fully operational
immediately after it was established. Until 200fe tother district courts lacked the
necessary conditions to hold court hearings. Ines@ituations, as a consequence of a
limited number of judges, inadequate infrastructame other factors, the hearings of cases
within the jurisdiction of the district courts wer@nd continue to be, held at the premises of
the District Court of Dili. This situation is fardm ideal, since it perpetuates the distance
that exists between the formal justice system &edcbmmunity. In order to rectify this
situation, a local initiative of mobile justice hagen launched and is based on courts
travelling to hold trials across Suai and Maliarmsritts.

47.  When the justice system was first establisfitedounted with the participation of
legal professionals with no specific experiencéhalgh all of them held a degree in Law.
In 2004, the 23 judges, 13 public prosecutors &edSt public defenders held provisional
appointment.

48. In 2004, following an assessment of the justiggtem, it was concluded that this
represented one of the areas of greatest vulniyainil Timor-Leste. This situation was
expressed, in particular, in the large number akesgoending in the courts and the large
number of people remanded in custody illegally.ayslwere found both at the level of the
courts and at the level of the Prosecutor Genefaffce during the investigation phase.
Since that time the situation has improved conailolgr proof of this being the increase use
of the formal justice system by the population.
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49. In 2005, Timor-Leste created the Legal Trainldgntre (CFJ) with the aim of
holding intensive training programmes for legal fpssionals. Those who successfully
completed the courses would be able to receive q@eent appointment for judges, public
prosecutors and public defenders. In 2011, Timateenow has 17 judges, 17 public
prosecutors and 16 public defendemdl of whom hold permanent appointment. Besides
the basic training, all legal professionals hawe dpportunity to participate in specialized
training initiatives in Timor-Leste and Portugal.

50. In order to guarantee the proper functioninghefjustice institutions and impose on
legal professionals respect for deontological saamsl Timor-Leste has created three
independent supervisory institutions for judgespspcutors and public defenders,
respectively the Supreme Council of the Judicidhg Supreme Council of the Public
Prosecutor’s Office and the Supreme Council ofRbblic Defender’s Office.

51. The Public Defender's Office is a fundamentakchmanism for ensuring
representation in court of those most disadvantagadranteeing access to law, without
costs or discrimination. Parallel to this, Timorske has launched a training programme for
private lawyers, at the CFJ, which seeks to developategory of quality lawyers,
guaranteeing high levels of excellence which cqwes to the legitimate expectations of
the Timorese people regarding their legal reprediemt

52.  Until June 2011 the number of pending casd#isarcourts was around 1,829. During
2010, the courts were able to decide 703 casest Mdbe pending cases are extremely
complex civil cases that entered the courts duttiedfirst years following the restoration of
Independence. However new cases, especially crimiaaes, are being solved at
appreciable rate. In the same period, the Publicdtutor's Office processed over 8,751
cases, 3,712 of which it concluded. The currenay@h the Public Prosecutor’'s Office is
approximately 5,039 cases, due mainly to limitatieexperienced in the investigation
process. It is predicted that, with improvement in the wask the Public Prosecutor’s
Office and an increase in the number of prosecwtars support staff, the delay could be
reduced to more manageable numbers in the neatefuBirengthening of investigation
skills is also a priority, with the establishmerfta special criminal investigation body,
framed within a national strategy to combat compex organized crime, which is often
connected with serious human rights violations.

53. The strategy to strengthen the legal systentlanfight against corruption includes
the creation of an Audit Court, in accordance with provisions of the Constitution. The
training of professionals to perform functions st institution is under development,
focusing specifically in areas related to law, fina and accounting.

Past violations of human rights

54.  After Independence was restored, Timor-Leste faaed with the need to address
issues resulting from human rights violations whicbk place between 1975 and 1999. In
1999, UNTAET established the Serious Crimes Umisveerable to the Prosecutor General,
with the specific mandate of investigating allegetnes against humanity, genocide and
war crimes which occurred during the period fromusay to October 1999. Parallel to this,
UNTAET created the Special Panel for Serious Criampart of the District Court of Dili,
which was composed of a mix of national and intéomal judges.

55. Between 2000 and 2005, this panel held 55tnmlhich resulted in the conviction of

84 individuals and the acquittal of 3. Despite faet that this process was concluded in
2005, Timor-Leste, with the support of the Unitedtidns, is continuing the work to

conclude investigations which were still pending.alccordance with the Criminal Code,
crimes against humanity, genocide and war crimesan-prescriptible.
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56. In addition to these investigations, there was need to clarify the events that
occurred during the 24 years of Indonesian occapaffhe Commission for Reception,
Truth and Reconciliation (CAVR) was established2®00. The main objectives of this
Commission were the investigation of human rightdations which took place in this
period, the discovery of the truth regarding théséations, the identification of the factors
which led to them, the identification of the paodisiand practices which gave rise to them as
an instrument for preventing future re-occurrenttes promotion of respect for human
rights, the promotion of reconciliation and the pog for the process of restoring the
dignity of the victims.

57. During the CAVR hearings witness statementseveailected which, for the most
part, revealed serious human rights violations,intathe truth of the facts known, and thus
contributing to the process of national reconddiat In its report entitledChegal,
published in 2005 after the conclusion of its woi®AVR produced a series of
recommendations addressed to the State of Timdelasd members of the international
community. This included recommendations on thessteeeded to restore the dignity of
the victims, to strengthen human rights and to @mégimilar events in the future.

58. At the same time, it is essential that thetimiship between Timor-Leste and
Indonesia is established on a basis of trust antiahwespect, a spirit of solidarity and a
position of equality. In 2006, the Commission ofuffr and Friendship was created,
comprising commissioners from both countries, with aim of revealing the truth about
the events which preceded and followed the popectensultation of 1999. In its report,
entitled Per Memoriam Ad Sperpublished in 2008, this Commission concluded thate
had been serious violations of human rights and itisditutional responsibility for these
violations was present. This body produced seve@mmendations on a range of issues,
including the need to guarantee cooperation betvikentwo countries, with a view to
promoting mechanisms for the resolution of cordlictia cultural and educational
exchange. Victim support actions were also reconasieénas well as the creation of a joint
commission to determine the whereabouts of migsergons.

59. Timor-Leste is committed to provide supportthe victims of past human rights
violations. A law is presently under debate in tNational Parliament on awarding
compensation to the victims and the establishmeahanstitution to preserve the memory
of historical events in Timor-Leste.

Right of access to health

60. Currently, Timor-Leste has one of the lowesaltheindicators in Asia, although
significant progress has been made. Timor-Lestatmnal health system includes hospital
services and community-level primary health cargises. There is one national hospital in
Dili and five referral hospitals covering secondasealth care needs spread over regional
health centres throughout the territory, 187 headthitres and 65 community health centres,
as well as 507 SISCa outposts deployed in villageisucoswhere access is difficult.

61. Timor-Leste does not yet have the basic canditifor ensuring specialized
assistance and medical treatment in its healtHeaailiies for all types of illnesses. In order
to improve this situation, it has entered into agnents with hospitals in Australia,
Indonesia and Singapore, establishing a systematiend referral. The costs of this
assistance, to which every citizen have accesge¢dyorne by Timor-Leste.

62. In 2002, Timor-Leste had a handful of doctand a limited number of midwives
and nurses with adequate training. Access to equripand medicines was truly limited. In
order to respond to health care needs, agreemenéssigned with Cuba, China, Indonesia
and the Philippines for the provision of medicalcwos to work in Timor-Leste. The
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agreement with Cuba included the training of Tinsereloctors and, to date, Cuba has
received over 700 Timorese medical students. In02@Yer half of those students had
returned to Timor-Leste to complete their medicaining. There are plans to increase, by
2015, the rate of health care professionals to doetor for every 1,200 inhabitants,

bringing to 1,000 the total of Timorese doctors.

63. Timor-Leste established the National Healthitute with the aim of increasing the
quality of nurses, midwives, pharmacists and latooyaprofessions via training activities.
The National University of Timor-LestéJqiversidade Nacional Timor Lorosa’e UNTL)
opened a Faculty of Medicine and Health Science$ wai view to strengthening the
development plan for new human resources in thitthaeea.

64. The most prevalent illnesses in Timor-Leste #mberculosis, malaria, and
respiratory and diarrheal diseases. Tuberculosiné of the main health problems and
serious concerted action is needed to combat isidBe medical intervention, the
Government conducts awareness-raising campaigng #tie illness. Timor-Leste is fully
aware of the relationship between nutrition and iferent illnesses, including
tuberculosis and, in this context, is making a geeffort to improve family diets, which,
in turn, is directly dependent on improving the mamic situation of the Timorese family.
The internationally recommended Directly Observedeaiment Short-Course for
Tuberculosis (DOTS) is being applied, and all thadsggnosed with tuberculosis have
access to this system of treatment.

65. The malaria incidence rate in 2010 was 10402 jnhabitants. The Government is
making a serious effort in the fight against maanamely through improvements in the
system for the diagnosis and treatment of the desetihe increase on the distribution of
insecticide-treated mosquito nets, as well asrtensification of information campaigns.

66.  With the support of the World Health Organiaat{WHQO), Timor-Leste has taken

measures to eradicate leprosy. In 2004, the lepnzsyence rate was 5.18 for every 10,000
persons. The implementation of a concerted effed 1o this rate being reduced to
0.73/10,000 in December 2010, meaning that leprasionger represents a public health
issue.

67. Around 220 cases of HIV/AIDS have been idesdifin Timor-Leste, thus indicating
that this is still a small-scale health problem. wdoer, the existence of several
vulnerability factors in relation to HIV/AIDS crezg a real risk of increase in the incidence
of this disease. As such, the Government of Timeste has produced an action plan
focusing on prevention and education, counsellir@untary consultations and medical
treatment within a multi-sectoral approach.

68.  Since the restoration of Independence, thaninfeortality rate has been decreasing.
According to the 2004 census, the infant mortalitie was 83 deaths of infants under the
age of one for every 1,000 live births. Betweenf8a0d 2010, the infant mortality rate fell

substantially, and is currently at 45 per 1,000sifilar reduction has been achieved in
relation to the mortality rate for children undbetage of 5. The under-5 mortality rate in
2001 was 115 for every 1,000 births, by end of 2t figure had fallen drastically and it

is current at 64 per 1,000. The considerable réoluéh these two indicators demonstrates
the positive effect of the decisive efforts madarprove health service conditions, the
increased number of health related professionadsth@ success of the partnership with
civil society in information campaigns.

69. Timor-Leste has already a quality strategyttfierimmunization of children, mainly
with a view to reducing the mortality rate of chidd under 5. Indicators reveal an
optimistic situation with substantial, although nioleal, cover for various types of
immunization for infants who are less than a yddr im addition to immunization against
tetanus for pregnant women. In 2010, the natiomathiinization cover for prevention of
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measles reached 66.2%, for tuberculosis it was¥g2the triple vaccine against diphtheria,
tetanus and whooping cough cover was 73.2% and nization against polio was 72.3%.
In the same period, immunization against tetanus pravided to 32.5% of all pregnant
mothers.

70.  Antenatal care in Timor-Leste increased frorf6h 2003 to 86% in 2010. The

number of deliveries assisted by health care psadaals rose substantially, from 18% in
2003 to 30% in 2010. While the current fertilitytean Timor-Leste remains high, when
compared with other countries, it has, howevetefafrom 7 children per woman in 2003

to 5.7 in 2010. In general, improvements in healtlre, the increase in access to
information about sexual and reproductive health,well as greater access to family
planning services, have brought positive resultsntaternal health. Timor-Leste is

committed to making progress in this area until itteal level of protection is achieved.

The maternal mortality rate has been decreasinghwh partially due to the availability of

caesarean operations in the five referral hospéalead across the territory.

Right to education

71. Education is a fundamental right enshrinedhim €onstitution (Art. 59 CRDTL),
which guarantees all citizens the right to and &tyuaf opportunities in education and
vocational training, and access to the highestldewé education, scientific research and
artistic creation. It also establishes the rol¢hef State in the creation of a public system of
universal basic education which is compulsory avtienever possible, free of charge.

72.  In 1999, most of the educational infrastructuneere in ruins. There was a small

body of teaching staff and they lacked scientifippedagogical training. There was a need
for a deep restructuring of the school curriculumd g¢he consequent production and
dissemination of the respective didactic materid@sarallel to this, the demographic

structure of Timor-Leste and the high percentagdlitgracy (57%) demonstrated the sheer
inadequacy of the educational system in meetingnéeels of the population.

73. Despite the current investment in the conswuoctnd rehabilitation of school
buildings, a significant number of schools ared $tilind in temporary premises and face
serious limitations for teaching. By the end of @0bnly 576 buildings had been
constructed or rehabilitated. In order to guaramteeess to every child of school age, it is
estimated that a total of 1,523 school buildingsracessary.

74.  Within this context, the Basic Law on Educatipnomulgated in October 2008,
represents a decisive step in the direction obéistang a legal framework of reference for
the organization, regulation and development of éhire education system. In general
terms, the educational system in Timor-Leste isdéi@ in pre-school, basic education,
secondary education, higher education and recuedkrtation.

75.  Basic education, which is universal, compulsarg free of charge, is divided into 3
learning cycles: the first is of four years, them®d two years and the third three years. In
2001, the real rate of school enrolments in tieadd 2% cycles of basic education was
17%, with a total of approximately 212,000 studemtd 3,925 teachers. In 2010, this figure
had increased to 90%with 289,455 students and 9,995 teachers. Thgr@se recorded in
access to basic education reveals the urgent pestdengthen the resources in terms of the
quality of education. In this context, in 2006 Tirlgeste began implementing the
restructured national curriculum for th& and 2° cycles of basic education. In 2010, the
process of designing the curriculum for th& 8ycle was concluded, and its full
implementation is planned from January 2012. The Hesic education curriculum
complies with strict international scientific andedagogical requirements and was
developed taking into account the Timorese reality
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76. With the aim of facilitating access to studeftsm economically vulnerable
families, the Government provides “school snackbtighout the basic education. Timor-
Leste also has a system of granting scholarshipsasic and secondary education provided
by the Ministry of Social Solidarity, based on eria of economic vulnerability and
educational achievement. Aware of the difficultitced by the different teaching
establishments, a programme of school concessias dvawn up, with the aim of
providing adequate financial resources to all iantry’s schools.

77. Secondary education lasts for 3 years and viaetl into general secondary
education and technical-vocational secondary edutatin 2010 there were 40,780
students and 2,070 teachers at this level of eiurcalhe recent results achieved in terms
of basic education schooling demonstrate that & short term there will be a heavy
demand for secondary level, and it is urgent that ¢urrent infrastructures and human
resources are adapted to meet this impendingisituat

78.  Higher education includes university educatiad higher technical education. Prior
to 2006, there were 17 unaccredited higher edutatistitutions, including the only state
university. Currently 11 higher education instituts are registered, 9 of which have
academic accreditation, as a result of a processhvidegun in 2008 and which has proved
essential in order to guarantee the quality of éighducation. At the level of higher
education, Timor-Leste is in need for cooperatioithwinternationally accredited
institutions. In this context different initiativeare being implemented to increase the
qualifications of Timorese university lecturers, imgans of several training and academic
exchange programmes. An extensive scholarshipgrgamme promoted by the Ministry
of Education is in place, allowing large numbers Tmorese students to enrol in
recognized international academic institutions.

79. The development of a technical programme dfdrigeducation is a direct response
to the needs for specialized technical competetmwaseet employment demands for the
development of the country. By June 2012, the fatiods will be laid for the creation of
Public Polytechnic Institutions which will be diwd into three centres of excellence:
tourism and the hospitality industry, engineering agriculture.

80. Recurrent education includes literacy programnfer adults and specific
programmes awarding degrees corresponding to basicecondary education. In order to
overcome the accentuated illiteracy level, in 288 Government began a literacy
programme for young people and adults. In 200/@beernment of Timor-Leste signed an
agreement with the Government of Cuba for the pridm and implementation, in
partnership with the Timorese authorities, of aiamatl literacy programme. Over 116
thousand individuals have already completed thgnamme. To date this project has been
responsible for eradicating illiteracy in the distis of Lautém, Manufahi, Manatuto, Oe-
Cusse, and the sub-district of Atadro. The Govemtn@ms to eliminate illiteracy in
Timor-Leste by the end of 2015.

81. One of the essential factors in improving tteaation system is the qualification of

teachers. In order to respond to the training araification needs of teachers, the Ministry
of Education established the National Institutetf@ Training of Teachers and Education
Professionals (INFORDOPE). The institute is culsenieveloping a range of bachelors

and masters programmes, and initial and contintrimiging programmes. Parallel to this,

the UNTL provides university courses for teach@@mely undergraduate, graduate and
post-graduate degrees.
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K.

Right to work and employment rights

82. In accordance with the Constitution, every vidlial has the right to work and to
freely choose his profession (Art. 50 CRDTL). ThenGtitution also guarantees the worker
the right to health and safety at work, to receeuneration, and also, the enjoyment of
rest days and holidays. It further prohibits thendssal without just cause or based on the
worker’s political, religious or ideological opimis. All workers have the right to strike,
and lock-out is prohibited (Art. 51 CRDTL).

83. The Constitution also guarantees the workegktrto establish and participate in
trade unions or professional associations whichiratependent of the State and employers
(Art. 52 CRDTL).

84. The draft Labour Code, which is being discudgeithe National Parliament, is the
legal framework for labour or contractual relatioand sets out the different labour
guarantees, such as the maximum number of worlangshthe different types of holidays,
the right to take part in collective bargaining ggsses and the resolution of labour
disputes.

85.  The population of working age in Timor-Lested@nposed of the 15 to 60 years age
group, which represents 58% of the population. i group, approximately 40% are

economically active. Among the economically actpapulation, 96% are employed and

4% are unemployed. However, within the employedvagbopulation, only 29% receive a

regular salary. Approximately 70% of the employee eonsidered to be in a situation of
labour vulnerability. Most people in this categomprk in the subsistence agriculture

sector.

86. In relation to those employed with a reguldarsa 55% work for the public sector,
12% work in private homes and 7% are employed byONMGGiven the high rate of
illiteracy and substantial number of individualstiwilow levels of schooling, most of
Timor-Leste’s workforce is classified as non-spkngal.

87. In order to provide a response to the lackoaffl work and the limited quality of

the workforce, the Government has developed a ypdbcused on three main aspects:
development of capacities by means of trainingiatiites, creation of employment

opportunities and promotion of access to work. Tronmte workforce capacity, 29

vocational training centres have been establisthéglinitiative being a partnership with the
International Labour Organization (ILO) and civilcsety. These centres provide training in
several areas, including civil construction, medétgntourism and the hospitality industry,
welding, processing of local foodstuffs, foreigmdaages, information technologies,
administration and finance, communication and mansnt of companies and small
businesses. Currently, these centres accommodatel@®00 individuals on their different

courses. The Government has also implemented aypaflioverseas training with the aim
of creating a team of quality Timorese trainerstfar vocational training centres.

88. The Government promotes long and short-teratesjies for the creation of formal
jobs for Timorese citizens. Regarding short-teritiatives, the Government carries out
small-scale infrastructure projects implementegblylic agencies or national companies at
the local level to create employment opportunif@syoung people. In 2010, projects of
this type were able to create over 45,000 new eynpdmt opportunities. Focusing on the
creation of long-term employment, the Governmentugently implementing a capacity
building programme to support the development dfonal companies. It also facilitates
the access of national companies to financial gradorder to allow them to increase their
strength and expand, therefore increasing themapto absorb more workers.

89. In order to support the sustainable implemeantaaf this programme, Timor-Leste
will have a National Development Bank, which shobtloperational by the end of 2011.
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The Government also envisages direct support tal locoperatives as a step towards
contributing to the strengthening of the nationebreomy. It is also estimated that the
development of large-scale infrastructure projesish as roads and ports, as well as other
infrastructures related to the oil industry, wilkate a substantial number of jobs.

90. In order to facilitate access to the labour kefar Timor-Leste has six regional
Employment Centres. These centres register thadéngeemployment according to their
area of specialization, the type and area of warkght and, at the same time, they
distribute information on job opportunities. Timoeste has signed agreements with South
Korea and Australia to send workers to these cmmt

Right to an adequate standard of living

91. All persons are entitled to an adequate standaydrliving, which includes, in
particular, guarantees of access to adequate hpusicess to the necessary mechanisms
for survival, and access to water and sanitatidre fight to adequate standard of living
also means to be free from hunger. The full impletaigon of this right is one of the major
challenges facing Timor-Leste.

92. In accordance with the Constitution, the righhousing implies access to housing
of an adequate size for the individual and his famith conditions of hygiene and comfort
and that preserves personal intimacy and familyaas (Art. 58 CRDTL). It is estimated
that in 1999 over 68,000 houses had been destroyedere in uninhabitable conditions.
This number corresponds to approximately 40% otaked housing, and 70% of housing in
the capital. With the support of the UN agenciesl dahe international community
immediately after the popular consultation, mosthaf population was able to reconstruct
their own houses, even if they were only of a teraponature.

93. Most of the housing in Dili is of a superiorajty to that in the rest of the country.
Nevertheless, there are small areas of low qulbtysing, which arose as a consequence of
migration from the country’s rural regions. BetweE$,000 and 20,000 houses were built
without urban planning, raising health and safsgués. In addition to urban planning in
order to improve the low quality housing, the Gaweent established a system for
supervising new constructions, via the issuing efnpts. At the same time, the
Government, in conjunction with national and in&ional partners, created a community
support programme in the area of construction.

94. In order to guarantee enjoyment of the righadequate housing, the Government
began programmes for the construction of social @imunity housing. In 2010, 450
social housing units were given to some of the masterable families. In 2011, there is
also a plan to build around five social housingtsirior each village, totalling 11,140
houses. The National Housing Plan includes the togetson of community houses as a
medium-term action, to be implemented between 20112020. These houses will support
the creation of a system of purchasing and rentingrder to facilitate access to adequate
housing for those families who do not possess @afft economic capacity. Special
assistance is being given through the provisiorhofises to veterans of the national
liberation movement who are now in a situation ofag vulnerability. In the long-term
perspective, Timor-Leste intends to implement atities which will help to reduce
migration from the rural areas to urban areas ef ¢buntry in search of employment
opportunities.

95. Timor-Leste has funds, which are allocated alyputo provide support to the

population in cases of natural disasters. Betwe@®82and 2010, the Timorese State
provided assistance to over 30,000 families, piogidsupport with materials to restore
houses, food, clothing and agricultural tools.
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96. One of the consequences of the destructiorsthatk Timor-Leste in 1999 is that a
large number of families who lost their homes dik ls/ing in public property, and the
State is aware of the need to recover the use ef afdhese, to support the operation of the
public institutions. Timor-Leste is committed toopiding the necessary resources to
guarantee that no family which is forced to leavpullic property will see their right to
adequate housing violated. Decree-Law no. 6/2014 aygproved with this objective, in
order, where it is justifiable on humanitarian gnds, to aid in rehousing families.

97. In 2004, 29% of the population living in urbareas and 30% of the population in
rural areas had access to drinking water, via waferd into houses or public taps. In 2007,
this figure rose to 43% and 41% respectively. Dtesihiis increase, most of the population
still depends on access to water from wells or holes, with or without the aid of a

manual pump, or water from streams, in order totrtfesr domestic consumption needs.
The Government has significantly increased investnie supplying water to rural areas,
with a budget of 8.1 million USD being approved 26010 for the construction and

restoration of clean water infrastructures. Thigife was increased to 8.1 million USD in
2011. Development partners and NGOs have greatiyribated to improving access to

clean water for Timor-Leste’s rural population.

98. In order to facilitate community involvementet Government has developed
Guidelines for the Supply of Water in Rural Areaw aguarantees supervision of this
community activity by means of its public water asdnitation services. Despite the
existence since 2004 of a legal decision regargiagment for water consumption, the
service for private individuals remains free of igjeato date.

99. The access of the population to electricity@spnts a major challenge for Timor-
Leste. Dili already enjoys a continuous supply letticity, but in the districts this is only
guaranteed for 12-hour periods. Electricity, fog thost part, is obtained by the use of oil-
fuelled generators. In rural areas the supply efgnis complemented by solar energy. In
order to guarantee the continuous supply of energlye whole of the territory, two electric
power stations are being built, which will be il fperation by 2012.

100. The situation of conflict experienced in Tirk@ste meant that records of property
ownership were destroyed, so that it was not plessibidentify the owners of properties.

This uncertainty not only gives rise to social dimtd, but also acts as a powerful brake on
the economy and limits the actions of the Stateorbter to solve this problem a plan of
action has been drawn up which combines the cayrgit of a national cadastral survey
with the passing of legislation which will makeeffective and allow for ownership of real

estate in Timor-Leste to be regularized. The cadbstirvey began in 2008 and, up to the
present, over 40,000 plots of land have been ffiedtiof which only 9% are disputed by

more than one claimant.

101. Interms of legislation, a Land Law Bill wasgented to the National Parliament in
March 2010, which is still under discussion. Theas to define the ownership of real
estate, recognizing the right of ownership in updied cases and setting up mechanisms
for the resolution of disputed cases. The Bill alscognizes the ownership of community
land.

102. Food vulnerability has a particular impact the nutritional status of Timorese
children, especially those who are under 5 yearsagé. The results of the 2010
Demographic and Health Survey show that 44.7% ddien under the age of 5 are
underweight and 17% are chronically underweightthWégard to this nutrition indicator,
there is a significant difference between rural arlthn areas, although there is no negative
gender difference.

103. Most of the national agricultural productios used for internal consumption.
Despite this fact, there is still a need to impoitonsiderable amount of food to meet the
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country’s needs, and in the long run it is desgaliiat imports should only be a
complement to internal production. Given this ditua the Government has invested
heavily in developing agricultural production witie main aim of improving food security.
The programmes developed include enabling farmersnprove the methods they use,
introducing technology to intensify agriculture amebmoting food processing technology
and storage methods.

104. In order to improve agricultural methods, @fl the sucoshave the support of
Government-sponsored agrarian techniciamxtefisionistds Agricultural tools and
machines have been distributed since 2008, inajudiadium-size and manual tractors. In
order to increase access to local agricultural peted in the internal market, the
Government has developed a programme cdlddovo produz, o Governo compBhe
People produce, the Government buys], in which Gowvernment acquires agricultural

products and distributes them to the different ratrlased on the needs of the community.

In 2007 a committee on food security was set uppmsed of representatives from the
Ministries of Agriculture; Tourism, Trade and Intlys Social Solidarity; Health and
Education.

Children’s rights

105. The Constitution of Timor-Leste provides thhatidren shall enjoy all rights which
are universally recognized and enshrined in intiwnal treaties (Art. 18 CRDTL). The
effective protection of the rights of children ispeority for Timor-Leste, and legislative
measures have been approved which provide moreufabke conditions for children’s
development. Reflecting the State’s duties in i@tato children, in 2009 the Government
created the National Commission for the Rightsha&f €hild as the government agency
responsible for promoting and protecting childrefi¢dts, under the aegis of the Ministry
of Justice.

106. Currently, in Timor-Leste, there is a percapidf the existence of a high number of
cases of violence, abuse, exploitation and negtgesf children, although there is no
systematic reporting of these cases. Poverty isadribe factors which contribute to the
current level of difficulties faced by Timorese Idnén. Despite the increase in schooling,
there are still a large number of children who @d go to school or who are forced to
abandon their studies before they complete the ygages of compulsory basic education in
order to support their family’s subsistence.

107. Several initiatives have been carried out ibaece the protection of children,
involving different public entities and the civibaety. The Government has set up child
protection networks, which benefit from the pagation of community leaders, NGOs, the
Ministry of Social Solidarity, the Ministry of Juse, the Ministry of Education and the
police, represented by the Vulnerable Persons Uhthese networks ensure the
implementation of concerted multidisciplinary prcttee actions, including support for the
provision of social assistance in specific casesrtler to provide the necessary support to
children who are victims of violence and other ayube Ministry of Social Solidarity has
drawn up a manual on the mechanisms for referrghefe cases to relevant services.
Guidelines have also been produced on how to déd e@hild victims of violence,
including sexual violence. In Timor-Leste most aapages and protective homes are run
by NGOs or religious groups. The Government pravidkfferent types of support,
including financial support, materials, equipmend d@raining, and also plays a supervisory
role to ensure that these institutions meet theesgary conditions to guarantee real
protection to the children. The legal and socigleass of child protection are part of the
training course for candidates for the positiongunfges, public prosecutors and public
defenders.
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108. A legal regime is being prepared to regulatonal and international adoption,
which is already subject to a system of strict cantincluding judicial supervision. The

Ministry of Social Solidarity also serves as an ampnt point of reference for the courts,
and carries out assessments to determine the ifitytath the adopting family in order to

guarantee the child’s full development.

109. The Ministry of Justice, in conjunction withational and international partners, has
been making significant efforts to facilitate theogess of registering births, namely by
enacting the Code of Civil Registration, providitigil registration services in the thirteen
districts, implementing registration outposts irspitals and launching periodic campaigns
for the registration of births, with the aim of @mking universal registration in Timor-
Leste. Nevertheless, despite these efforts, mo#dreh are still not registered, or are
registered late, when they reach school age orttamhd. A National Campaign for the
Registration of Children up to five years of agealving all thesucoand village heads,
was launched in 2011, with the aim of achieving%0@gistration of children in this age

group.

Gender equality

110. Equality between men and women is fundameémtte process of development of
the Timorese nation. In 2007, the status of theeguwent agency responsible for gender
issues was raised to the category of Secretaryaté $r the Promotion of Equality (SEPI),
answering directly to the Prime Minister. One ofPE main roles is to define and monitor
the implementation of the integration of gendeuéssin Timor-Leste’s policies and action
plans. Civil society plays a pivotal role in promngt gender equality.

111. Domestic violence is a serious problem in THeste. As a result of the work of
SEPI, with contributions from civil society, in Jir2010 the National Parliament passed
the Law against Domestic Violence, which guarantemsjudicial protection to victims of
domestic violence, such as counselling, temporawsteption in shelters, medical treatment
and social and legal assistance.

112. Timor-Leste considers that true participattbrwomen in the private sphere and in
political issues which are decisive for the life tbk nation is an important indicator of
gender equality. In addition to initiatives pronmgfiwomen'’s education and capacities,
gender equality is achieved by legislative measuregarticular the duty of including
women in the lists of the political parties for tharliamentary elections, promoting the
participation of women within the political partjespecially in positions of leadership, and
reserving positions for women on thecocouncils. Currently 29% of the members of the
National Parliament are female. Women also holdisteénial positions such as Finance
Minister, Justice Minister and Social Solidarity ifiter, and the position of Prosecutor
General is also held by a woman.

Protection in situations of vulnerability

113. Since 2008 the State has been granting sebsilicitizens with disabilities or those

over the age of 60. While the number of benefie&iin the first year of the programme
was 71,703, in 2011 this figure had reached 89,Zh5.initial amount of the subsidy was

20 USD, increasing to 30 USD. Although the amourthe pension is relatively small, the

economic and social impact is significant for tleméficiaries. Indirectly, the pensions lead
to an increase in the circulation of currency ia tommunity, and represent a significant
additional resource for the local economy, havhmyefore a multiplying effect.
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114. Besides awarding direct assistance in the fofntegular subsidies, food and

sporting equipment to Timorese with disabilitiebe tState also guarantees indirect
assistance via financial support to the 10 NGOD,@® USD) that provide a range of

assistance to individuals with disabilities, inéhgl physical therapy, prostheses, schools
for the deaf-mute, the manufacture of wheelchaid special bicycles, social housing,

sports and training in different professions. Thev&nment also supports the Paralympic
Committee in order to guarantee the participatiéririonorese athletes in international

competitions.

115. The State guarantees support to combatantsnariyrs of the national liberation
movement (Art. 11(3) CRDTL). A total of 76,063 coaténts and martyrs were registered,
12,540 of whom were entitled to a pensi@etween 2008 and 2010, 9,644 received
pensions. Elderly combatants, disabled persons,atsa surviving spouses, orphans and
family of the martyrs, are entitled to various aanitions.

Main national priorities

116. Timor-Leste intends to be bound by severalitimth@l international conventions
related to human rights protection, as soon ashilmman resources and institutional
conditions are in place to ensure compliance withdommitments to be assumed through
these instruments. With regard to the legal orsleveral statutes are to be concluded which
will guarantee a coherent and quality frameworktfar protection of human rights. Out of
those, it can be highlighted the Children’s Codle, tand Law, the Law on Access to the
Courts, the Law on the Guardianship of Minors, tlh& on Religious Freedom, the Law
on Human Trafficking, the special Criminal Reginoe ¥oung Adults and the Law on the
Execution of Penaltiés

117. Timor-Leste is committed to strengtheningjuidicial and judiciary institutions, as

set out in the Strategic Plan for the Justice 3e@011-2030), within a framework of

independence and technical rigour, ensuring theae&sed access to justice. This
commitment will take the form of a clear focus dre ttraining of legal professionals,
consolidation of the activity of private lawyersdainvestment in infrastructures.

118. Having identified the constraints in the arebkealth, education, housing, nutrition
and others related to human rights, Timor-Lesteerids to intensify the different
programmes already in progress to eradicate poeerdyensure universal access to public
services. The support from international communNg%Os and United Nations agencies
are fundamental in this pursuit.

119. It is intended to ensure excellence in theldigge of security and defence forces
responsibilities, to ensure their absolute resfmchuman rights, with an expectation that
Timor-Leste may become international example ofdgoactice in this area.

120. By means of rights awareness-raising campaigdsintegration of human rights in
the educational curricula, Timor-Leste seeks taterea more egalitarian society, without
discrimination, with a particular emphasis on thelusion of persons with disabilities.

121. In order that women can fully exercise thayhts and participate in the country
development on the basis of equality with men, THneste aims at intensifying multi-
sectoral strategies to strengthen women empoweramehéliminate gender based violence.
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Conclusion

122. The Timorese people’s struggle to gain thedlependence is, in its essence and in
all dimensions, a struggle for human rights. Iis $ense, the State and the Timorese society
are determined that the dream that all peopleigamlith dignity can become a reality.

123. The challenges that Timor-Leste faces in itsst to ensure the respect, protection
and promotion of human rights are living witnesshe indivisibility, interdependence and
inter-relation of the different fundamental guases.

124. Timor-Leste is open to interacting with theéeinational community, in a frank
dialogue based on a spirit of mutual respect arpetion, in order to identify the best
ways to comply with its human rights obligations, accordance with the objective
conditions of the country.

Suco is the traditional administrative districhose leaders are currently elected democraticglly b
universal and direct suffrage.

Constitution of the Democratic Republic of Timorsite, CRDTL.

In accordance with data from the Internationalddigation for Migration, between 2008 and 2010,
32 victims of human trafficking were detected, witfo of them remaining in Timor-Leste and the
others repatriated to their countries of origin.

The four district courts of first instance aredted in Baucau, Dili, Oe-Cusse and Suai.

There are also international court actors suppgitie judicial system. By mid 2011, there were 6
international judges, 4 international prosecutod 2 international public defenders.

From these 5,039 around 2,000 can be consideredingesince the investigation deadline has
expired.

With a total of 289,455 students and 9,995 teacher

Including both Buildings and State Land.

This law will regulate the rights of prisoners ahd regime for granting pardons.




