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Timor-Leste’s Response to the Recommendations
Ambassador Joaquim da Fonseca

A Thank You Madam Presndent

| In the course of the interactive dialogue on |ts NatronaI Report, Timor-Leste accepted 88 out o
of 125 recommendatrons addressed to it, and rejected one recommendation, The decision .
on the remaining recommendations were deferred. After careful delibera_tio_n the Council of,,. i
Ministers decided to accept_ most of the 36 recommendations. Some. recommendatio_ns
were not accepted. | - , | o
Tlmor-Leste relterates its commitment 1o the |mpIementatlon of the recommendatlons

hlch h

remammg recommendatlons

i

Response to the'Rec‘ommendations
The 36 recom'mendations concern several categories, . including ratlflcatlon and
ImpIementatIon of mternatlonal human rights: mstruments, harmonlzatlon of the domestlc
{egal framework with lnternatlonal human rights standards fulfilment of treaty reportmg
obllgatlons, addressing past human rlghts abuses and cooperatlon W|th the UN Human__

- rights bodies and mechamsms A number of recommendatlons faII under none these '

ategorles and will be addressed mduvudually.

Timor-Leste accepts all recommendatlons related to ratlﬂcatuon of mternatlonal human.

rlghts treaties. Tlmor-Leste recogmzes that the ratlﬂcatlon of mternatlonal human rights
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Iready been accepted ‘nd wushes to mform the Councnl of ItS responses 10 the_,{,;:#_,




T ifstrirents Cand thairInesrporation™ into the  dornestic -legal” ordet: ‘contributes” tor

strengthenlng the national syst,em for the protection and promotion of human rights. Timor- .
.V Leste is also aware that good laws are as “good as‘the instltutions and people who |
implement them. CUrrently, the Government of Timor-Leste is focuss'ing'on institutional '
strengthenmg and human. resources development Gradually, as the country continues- to.
| develop its laws and polncres lt lS presented with new opportumtnes to expand its
ratification of mternatlonal human rlghts instruments.. Last year, Timor- Leste adopted the
National Disability Policy. This step will be followed by the ratlflcatlon of the Conventioh on-‘"
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities shortly. Timor-Leste also intends to ratify the Optional |
Protocol to the Conventlon agamst Torture and other Cruel, lnhuman or Degradlng '
. Treatment or Pumshment (OP CAT) the first Optlonal Protocol to the International
- Covenant on Civil and Polltlcal nghts and the Optional Protocol to-the Internatronalf«
Covenant on Economlc Social and Cultural nghts No fixed schedule has been determmed g
for the rat|f|cat|on of these instruments. lt is hopedv that the process for the ratrﬁcatlon of
these instruments can- be flnallzed wrthm the next Ieglslatlve perlod in the meantlme, as
. mandated by the Constrtutlon, Tlmor-Leste undertakes to make all efforts to ‘bring its

- existing natronal legrslatlons into line wnth mternatlonal human rlghts standards

Recommendatlons 10 11 20 and 26. are related to the enactment or amendment of_

Tlmorese Domestlc Laws fam pleased to mform the Counul that Tlmor-Leste 3 Draft Law on

- Traffl.ckmg in Person has been submltted to the Councrl of l\/llmster for delrberatlon Smce o

Tlmor-Leste will be holdlng Presrdentlal -and Legislative electlons consecutlvely durlng the .
‘perlod of March to June 2012, it is inevitable that legrslatlve processes will experience
delays. However it is expected that the Draft Law on Trafflcklng will be approved by the
Council of Mlnrsters and submltted to the Parliament at the beglnnlng of the next legislative
period. Another lmportant piece of leglslatlon namely the Draft Law on the Execution of
Penal Sanctions, is also in the pipeline. This law seeks to regulate, among others, the

|mplementat|on of Pre5|dent|al pardons

- ( . . .

ot was recommended that'the National’ Commission on Children’s Rights be empowered to
receive complaints. Timor-Leste values the importanceof robust oversight mechanisms for
human rights. However, it needs to first develop ‘institutions ‘and policies aimed at the -

’fulfilment, protection and promotion of human rights. A priority for Timor-Leste in the effort -




~men-tgrestrengthen ~the -protection of ~the-rights -of -the:-child-"is--to -imp rove--inter-agency- , -

coordination and the strategic-implementation of multi-disciplinary actions in this area. This
“requires-that the National Commission: be inrorporated into the executive v'struc‘fure" of the
Government, and not to be separated from lt Tlmor-Leste has a Natlonal Human Rights.
lnstttutron (NHRI) namely the Provedona de Direitos Humanos e Justrca (Offlce of ‘the
Ombudsman for Human nghts and Justice), which is empowered to deal wrth complamts

N mcludlng those related to chlldren srights.

Recommendation was also made for Timor-Leste‘to repealhlaws which discriminate againSt
- -women, The Constltu’non of Txmor-Leste guarantees equal rights -and obhgatlons between
women and men. There are no Laws m Tnmor-Leste whnch are intended to dlscnmmate on . |
the basis of gender. Trmor-Leste has an effectrve Constltutnonal Review mechamsm which |
ensures the compatlbtlrty of Iaws wnth the. Constltutlon The exnstlng inequalities between'
- women-: and men in Tlmor-Leste have. not resulted from the appllcatlon of !aws Timor-Leste’
is maklng a. concerted effort to narrow the gap through the lmplementatlon of varlous'
pohcnes The Secretarlat of State for the Promotien of Equality, which answers drrectly to the
Prlme Mlnlster, is specn‘rcally tasked to devise programs and policies, and to advrse other
Government agencnes m the formulatlon of thenr programs and polncnes, to combat gender

related mequahtres The latest electoral law requires. pohtlcal parties to include a minimum ‘

Ced

of one woman m three of their candldates for the Ieglslatlve elections
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Tnmor~Leste is a party to a number of core human nghts treatles However, it has only
submitted its reports for two treatles From the- experlence of elaborating the Initial reports
for CRC and CEDAW, Tlmor-Leste found that treaty reporting can be: qunte a cumbersome
exercise, notwrthstandmg the_ enormous beneﬁts it brings. Despite these challenges, Timor-
Leste continues to make all efforts to comply with it\s.‘obligations to submit reports on the
| “implementation of the huma'n‘righ'ts treaties to which it is a party. To this énd, Tim.or_-_Leste
“has recently established-a combihed Task-Force for treaty reporting, under the auspices of
the Mlmstry of Justlce and the Mlnlstry of Fore|gn Affairs. Timor-Leste welcomes the efforts
to simplify the mechamsms for treaty reportmg, and expresses its readlness to partrcnpate in
- the process The proposal from the Human Rights Commrttee for a guestionnaire based -
reportmg is most welcome. It is encouragmg-that several other treaty bodies are also

discussing ways to lighten the bu_rden of treaty reporting on State Parties:



" Seyeral 3"ré‘tforn“'ﬁ’tEndat i’o‘n’s“"éo‘n‘éé‘rn"‘" “Titmor:lidste’s o b‘l'igatio’n- to- cooperate  with--Special---
Procedures of the Human Rights Council. I\/Iore specrfrcally, 1t is recommended that Timor-
Leste extend= a standing mvrtat:on to the Spe cial Procedure Timor-Leste highly values the -~

‘ contrlbutnons of the Special Procedures of the Human nghts Council. Slnce 2002, Tnmor- -

. contrl_butuonto the pollcy dralogues in Timor-Leste. Timor-Leste is of the view that, in order -

‘for the Special Procedure mandate holders to make the most of country mission there shall

XN

be a good coordlnatlon between the receiving state and the Special Procedures For Tlmor-

Leste at thrs stage, a good coordrnatron can be guaranteed by, organlsmg the country

missions on an ad hoc and case by case basrs o T

Three recomr'nendations are-related to me_asures to address past human rights violations..

of the Commrssuon for Reception, Truth and Reconcmatron (CAVR) and the Commrss»on of

Truth and Frnendshlp (CTF) With regards to Justlce, the CAVR addressed two
recommendatlons to Tlmor-Leste, which have all been rmplemented They include referral

of the list of alleged perpetrators compiled by CAVR to the Offlce of the General Prosecutor, |

and the preservatron of ev:dence gathered by the CAVR. .

Other reeommendations of CA\/R addresse‘d to 'Timor-Leste are'related to reparation,
o receptlon and: ‘reconciliation, -promotion "and protectmn of-human neht»s wﬁ)ﬁ e!hspecual;—v--:_;:
'protectlon for the rights of the vulnerable people, and laws. and institutions which promote

~and protect human rrghts Since the pubhcatron of the report of CAVR, various pohcnes and

programs have been put in place to lmplement these’ recommendatrons

As my delegation sta‘ted ona separate occasion during the course of the 19" Session of the

Human nghts Council, Tlmor—Leste is working closely with the Government of the Repubhc .

- of Indonesna to implement the recommendatlons of the CTF.

Ttmor-Leste is aware of the backlog of cases, both in the courts as well as the Prosecutor’s
Office. The entire justice system needs further strengthenmg in order for it-to dellverjustlce
in a fair and timely manner. Measure_s have been taken to strengthen-the mvestlgatlon

capacity of the Prosecutor’s Office, recruit, train and assign more personnel to various

positions within the justice system, among others. However, there is no evidence which |

,Spe‘ciﬁére’f.er-ence:wasmade to the follow-‘up; and i'mplementation of the re‘COmmendatiOnS" R

ayur

Leste has received a number. of Special Procedure :mandate holders, and apprecrates thelr EEREE




of cases. Timor-Leste therefore does not see the increase of salary as-a solution to the

- - problem of pending cases in th.e-Timoresencourts.

One recommendatlon was made for Timor-Leste to Strengthen the Government response to
| mndents of vnolence agamst members of mlnorlty rellgnous groups. Every person ’s freedom

A of conscuence, rellglon and WOl‘Shlp is guaranteed in Tlmor-Leste Trmor-Leste does not

wne cotrelates-the-satarylevels of the Public-Prosecutors-and: Public:Defenders-with-the-backlog:s~~

estabhsh a class:flcatlon of rehg|ous denomlnatlons on the. baS|s of the number of their -

' ',upon the right to freedom of rellglon and worshlp shall acqulre lmmedlate attention from -
law enforcement authorities. As the country is addressmg numerous lssues mherent to its.
newness as an mdependent state, there have been incidents where problems such as those_

related to claims of land ownershrp ‘have manifested themselves in -conflicts among

members of communltres. There have been caseswhere confllctlng parties happen to -

- profess different faiths. These incidents are mere crim,inal acts, ‘and have been swiftly-

g followers Nevertheless, Tlmor—Leste agrees on prmcnple that any action Wthh mfrmges o

investlgated, Any attempt to depict such incidents as religious conflicts represents a lack of '

' knowledge of the real situation, or is a flagrant mlsrepresentation'offacts.
Implementation ofbthe UPR recommendations '

At thlS stage, Tlmor-Leste does not have a specnflc program or plan desrgnated to lmplement

ol B e

) :the accepted UPR recommendat:ons Nevertheless programs whrch satlsfy the objectlves

~of the accepted recommendatlons are found in the Natlonal Strategic Development Plan S

: 2011 2030 and annual plans of dlfferent l\/lmlstrles

. Conclusion

B

The Universal Periodic Review has provided an opportunity for Timor—Leste to .de'eply- '

examine its domestic system of promotion and protectlon of human rights. This exercise of
self-dlagnOSls conflrmed certain assumptlons but also revealed new issues with regards to

' human nghts sntuatlon in Trmor-Leste

- We ap'preciate the.collabcjratlve spirit and empathy of all ‘delegations _vvhich participated in -

‘the consideration of Timor-Leste’s National Report. We thank you for your contrlbutions,
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and“Wehape ‘to- coun_t“""O'ri“"“Vcw'" contindingcooperation 'in-the~implementation=of the~--- -

recommendations we have accepted.

* 1 would like to thank the President of the Human..Rights Council for her leadership, and the
‘Members States _of“‘ the Human Council for .their active . participation. We' also thahk.

"me’mb\e’rs of the Troika for-their-support ﬂtﬁrough‘ou,t the process of consideration.of Timor- " - -

Léste’s_,Natio{na,I Report.




