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East Timor urges PM to back Woodside’s shift on 

Greater  Sunrise
Emma Connors, Australian Financial Review, 14 December 2022

Singapore | East Timor President Jose Ramos-Horta has welcomed Woodside Energy’s
new position on the Greater Sunrise project, but wants Prime Minister Anthony Al-
banese to publicly support an East Timor pipeline as well.

Earlier this month, Woodside Energy chief executive Meg O’Neill told analysts the
company would reassess its view that piping gas from the Greater Sunrise field to the
undeveloped south coast of East Timor was not viable.

“We feel it’s appropriate to reopen the concept evaluation,” Ms O’Neill said. She noted
new technology, such as modular LNG, had emerged to challenge Woodside’s previous
view that the only commercially feasible option was to process gas in Darwin, which is
already home to two LNG plants.

East Timor has a 56.56 per cent stake in the massive Greater Sunrise field 150 kilome-
tres from East Timor and 450 kilometres from Darwin. Woodside owns 33.44 per cent
and Japan’s Osaka Gas holds the remaining 10 per cent.

Discussions on how and when to tap into the resource wealth of Greater Sunrise,
which has an estimated worth of $US50 billion, were revived after a maritime border
dispute between East Timor and Australia was resolved with a treaty in 2018.

The production-sharing contract stipulated by that treaty is still to be finalised. East
Timor believes development could proceed in parallel with those negotiations.

Mr Ramos-Horta praised Ms O’Neill’s willingness to reconsider on the pipeline. Writ-
ing on his Facebook page, he said she had “showed greater management wisdom than
her predecessors by stating that the Timor-Leste option should be put on the table
even if there are concerns about costs. These concerns can be discussed and resolved.”

Waiting for PM’s backing

In an effort to help break the impasse, the Albanese government has appointed former
Victorian premier Steve Bracks as a special representative. However, Mr Ramos-Horta
believes Canberra should do more.

“No Australian PM has visited Timor-Leste in many years. We are still waiting,” he
wrote in the post.

In Singapore on Friday, Mr Ramos-Horta doubled down. “Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese has not said a word whether he agrees or not with the pipeline coming to
Timor-Leste,” he told Bloomberg.

some of that infrastructure that doesn’t exist today in Timor that would exist if we went to Dar-
win.”

The International Monetary Fund has warned East Timor faces a “fiscal cliff” if Greater Sun-
rise is not

developed soon.

Dili would reject any option that waters down its stake. Timor Gap, the state-owned company
charged with developing East Timor’s oil and gas resources, has indicated other parties are in-
terested in Greater Sunrise, but it will not compromise any future revenues. East Timor is enti-
tled to at least 70 per cent of Greater

Sunrise royalties.

A source close to Timor Gap said: “Timor Gap is not interested in diluting its shareholding.
The focus needs to be on bringing the gas to Timor Leste and there are multiple major oil and
gas companies who have

expressed interest in the project on that basis.”



Mr Albanese was “very sympathetic, but so far in regard to the development of the
gas field called Greater Sunrise, we have not seen any change of attitude on the part
of Australia”.

East Timor politicians have recently hardened their stance on where Greater Sunrise
gas should be processed, saying the country needs the development kick-start that
would come with such a massive project.

Woodside appears to have listened. “The Timorese are very keen to have that devel-
opment in country, and we recognise it is an important national project for them, so
we feel like it’s appropriate to reopen the concept evaluation, understand the tech-
nologies, understand the technical challenges,” Ms O’Neill told analysts.

“Timor-Leste has a lot of international friends. International friends may want to
help with some of that  infrastructure that doesn’t exist today in Timor that would ex-
ist if we went to Darwin.”

The International Monetary Fund has warned East Timor faces a “fiscal cliff” if
Greater Sunrise is not  developed soon.

Dili would reject any option that waters down its stake. Timor Gap, the state-owned
company charged with developing East Timor’s oil and gas resources, has indicated
other parties are interested in Greater Sunrise, but it will not compromise any future
revenues. East Timor is entitled to at least 70 per cent of Greater  Sunrise royalties.

A source close to Timor Gap said: “Timor Gap is not interested in diluting its share-
holding. The focus needs to be on bringing the gas to Timor Leste and there are mul-
tiple major oil and gas companies who have  expressed interest in the project on that
basis.”




